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Abstract
“Motto”, “zutto” and ‘“issoo”, adverbs of degree, are usually found in comparative
sentences. These adverbs suggest that X is greater in degree in some aspect than Y.
This study examines the functional characteristics of such adverbs as used by main-
ly newspapers and “Shincho-bunko no 100satsu” (CD-ROM of 100 books), and restric

tions on their usage by two methods. One is the difference in scale used to examine

the degree between two things, and the other is the root of meanings. The function-
al characteristics of these adverbs are as follows:

1) The group using a bipolar scale (negativeP<—>ositiveP): ‘zutto™group (“yohodo”,
“harukani”). In this group, “X wa Y yori ladv.] P da”, shows that X is more P than
Y and in comparison there is a great difference between the subjects X and Y. The
difference is based on the duration and distance in doing something.

2) The group using a single pole scale (min.P<=>ax.P):“motto”-group (“issoo”, “sarani”).
In this group, “X wa Y yori [adv.] P da” shows that X is in a position above Y
when they are examined on the same scale, P. This group consists of two types.
One is the “motto™type and the other is the “ssoo”type. The former shows that
as P, X (a position above Y on the scale) is better than Y and contains an insuf-
ficient element in its root. This means that we choose X, not Y. However, we use

the latter to confirm that the grade of Y is sufficient, but that X is preferable.
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