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Abstract
The purpose of this paper is to define the differences between Japanese verbs
‘surt’ and ‘yaru’, both of which denote action, with special focus on their use with
some nouns with case marker ‘wo’. These nouns are not derived from verbs and
adjectives and nouns expressing phenomena, which are ‘non-verbal nouns’. Previous
researchers have noted that nouns that ‘suru’ takes are typically verbal nouns. For this
reason this paper focuses on non-verbal nouns.
The data in this paper are from a corpus of movie scenarios and novels. The
following are the results.
1. Nouns that can combine with case marker ‘wo’ of ‘suru’ and ‘yaru’ are rather lim-
ited. “‘Yaru’ has original uses beyond a slang word of ‘suru’.
(1) There are 2 functions of “non-verbal nouns + ‘wo’ + ‘suru’”.
s “Sono onnanoko wa aoi me wo shiteiru.” (The girl has blue eyes.)
* “Tebukuro wo shite dekaketa.” (I went out wearing gloves.)
(2) There are 4 functions of “non-verbal nouns + ‘wo’ + ‘yvaru’”.
* “Kimi wa tabako wo yaru noka.” (Do you smoke?)
e “Konban aitsu wo yaru.” (I will kill that fellow tonight.)
o “Gekijou de ‘hamuretto’ wo varu.” (‘Hamlet’ is playing at the theater.)
° “Haha wa haiku wo yaru.” (Mother is interested in ‘haiku’.)
(3) There are 4 functions of “non-verbal nouns + ‘wo’ + ‘surt’ and ‘yaru’”.
* “Tomodachi to toranpu wo suru/yaru.” (I play cards with some friends.)
» “Kondo shuyaku wo suru/yaru.” (I will play the leading part next time.)
e “Konban uchi de enkai wo suruw/yvaru.” (We will give a dinner party tonight.)
* “Jikka wa ryokan wo shiteiru/yatteiru.” (My parents run a hotel.)
2 Table 1 displays the sequence of verb functions and the property of nouns with
case marker ‘wo’. 'Suru’ functions only as a functional verb, but ‘yaru’ functions also
as a substantial verb. This shows that ‘yaru’ is used more widely than ‘suru’ with
“non-verbal nouns + ‘wo’+ verb”.
It is worth mentioning that ‘varu’ has a negative image.
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