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Abstract

In 1996 the Ministry of Health and Welfare started examining ‘katakana’ expressions
(loan words) with a view to employing them in the work of the Ministry. In 1997 and
1998, it issued two reports that included concrete examples of their appropriate use. In
this paper I have looked at whether the examples given in those documents have been
used appropriately in the Ministry’s own White Papers of 1998 and 1999.

The following conclusions were reached:

1) While types in the 1999 White Paper showed a drop over that of 1998, tokens

showed an increase.

2) Of the 50 examples examined in the 1999 White Paper, 25 could be said to have been
used appropriately. This was down from the total of 34 in 1998.

3) When the 1998 and 1999 White Papers are compared, it can be seen that only 1
expression has improved in appropriateness of use, while 15 have gone in the
opposite direction.

4) The 1997 report, permitting the parallel use of katakana expressions with a view
to their gradual incorporation into Japanese proper, seems to have led simply to an

increase in the tokens of katakana.

The above 4 points demonstrate that the Ministry has retreated from its own declared

guidelines on katakana and cannot be moving in the direction of appropriate use.
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