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— On the basis of syntactical, aspectual and taxis features —
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Abstract

Some Japanese verbs denoting spatial movement can be combined with nouns denot-
ing place, using ‘0.” These verbs mean “place passed” when combined with “place-0,” e.g.,
‘aruku, Thu, ‘modoru, suswumu,’ ‘noboru,’ ‘oriru, ‘wataru’ and ‘tooru.” Such verbs have pas-
sage as a syntactical semantic feature (i.e., semantic feature that appears as syntactical be-
havioun. In addition to “place-0,” ‘@aruku’can be combined with “place-made,” so we can call
‘aruku’ a passage (+range)-verb; Tku,’ ‘modoru, susumu,’ ‘noboru’ and ‘oriru’ can be com-
bined with “place-made” and “place-ni,” as passage (-+range)-arrival -verbs; wataru’ can
be combined with “place-»:” as a passage (—range)-arrival ~verb; “ooru’can be combined
only with “place-0,” and is a typical passage (—range) -verb. In addition, though %oboru,’
‘orivie’ and ‘walaru’ have arrival, they can refer to the middle-stage of longer movement
that continues, in common with %ooru.’

It is effective to describe the lexical meaning of these verbs in terms of three more
semantic features. There are two aspectual features: 1) Process: when the verb is used in
“Csijteirn, ”then the verb refers to the process of movement; 2) Result: when the verb is used
in “(-si)teiru, ”then the verb refers to the stay at the destination. A feature of taxis is Com-
pletion: a description of the terminal point can be followed after “‘Csuru) to” of that verb. (Ar-
rival entails completion.) 7ku 'and ‘modoru’ have result. ‘Susumu’ has result and process.
‘Noborw, ‘orire’and ‘wataru’ have completion (as a basis of arrival) and process. ‘Aruku’ and

‘fooru’ have process, but not completion.
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