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Abstract

In modern Japanese, the suffix ra functions as an indicator of the plural and it is
generally used in conjunction with personal nouns and pronouns. In olden Japanese, however,
ra was used not only with personal nouns and pronouns but also with various nouns. In
particular, ra is a commonly used suffix in the Kanbun Kundoku-go, an olden Japanese
translation of Chinese literature, in which it functioned as both a suffix and an auxiliary
particle.

In Kochi dialect, 7a and ra-a are frequently used in conjunction with the various nouns
regardless of the user’s age and gender. In this study, the usage of ra and ra-a in Kochi
dialect was analyzed and their semantic characteristics were found to be the following.

1. Ra and ra-a funtion as both suffix and auxiliary particles. When they function as
a suffix, the nouns become more implicit in terms of expression.

2. When ra and ra-a function as auxiliary particles, the nouns become more explicit in
terms of expression.

A similar usage of ra and ra-a is found in dialects in Wakayama, Mie and Ishikawa
prefectures which surround Kyoto, the old capital and the center of the old culture. The char
acteristic distribution of the usage of ra and ra-a in Kochi, Wakayama, Mie and Ishikawa
dialects indicates that they are derived from olden Japanese and that the olden usage of ra

still remains in these dialects.
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