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Abstract

It is a well-known fact that mo, which is one of the typical Japanese focus par-
ticles, has a so-called “mplicative usage’ in addition to other usages. The problem
of what is the nature of the implicative usage of mo and how this usage relates to
the other usages, however, is still unsettled though many proposals have been
presented in the ficld of Japanese linguistics. To resolve this situation, I present a
theoretical analysis on implicative mo sapported with empirical evidence. The
findings in this paper are summarized as follows: (1) implicative mo marks topics;
(2) it indicates speakers’ discovery or rediscovery of the unexpected events indicated
by the sentences; (3) it is not only a topic particle but also a focus particle which
focuses constituents followed by it. (1) is supported by the facts that implicative mo
cannot follow NPs that denote unfamiliar things and that it almost always occurs in
the subject position. (2) is evidenced by its collocation with amodal verb indicating
speakers’ surprise. (3) is concluded from (1) and (2). Based on these findings, I
place this usage on the map of semantics of mo and explicate the intertwined mo

usages.
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