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Abstract
Although previous researchers have noted that forms of Kango (words borrowed from
Chinese) which are the same in modern Korean and Japanese derive from Nihonkango
(words created from Chinese words in Japan) which were adopted into Korean from Japanese,
but there has been little research on how this actually came about. In this paper I investi-
gate the frequency in use of Kango and Nihonkango when Nihonkango were introduced

in to Korean for the first time.

Based on an analysis of the first textbooks (Kokumin shogaku dokuhon) and newspapers
(Dokuritsu shimbun) issued from 1895 to 1986, I found that ; 66.0% (2393 words) of the total
3621 Kango words used in these textbooks and newspapers were the same forms of Kango
as those used in Japan at that time. I validated the usage of 2290 words with the same
meaning in various materials in China, Japan and Korea, and found that 10% (229 words) of

these words were Nihonkango at that time.
These results suggest that there is a need for a more detailed factor analysis in order to

understand the close relations between Kango and Nihonkango in Japan and Korea in the late

19th century.
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