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Abstract

Previous researchers have noted that one of the grammatical characteristics of the
class of verbs called “relative verbs” such as chigaw-(differ), kotonar-(disparate), mujun-su-
(contradict), zoku-su-(belong), atar-(correspond) is that the -ru form and -tei-ru form have
almost exactly the same meaning.

(1) Ano hito wa watashi no oji ni atar-u.

(2) Ano hito wa watashi no oji ni atat-tei-ru.

For example, both (1) with -ru form and (2) with -tei-ru form mean “That man

is (corresponds to) my uncle.”

The goal of this study is to explain why both forms are possible and what slight
differences in meaning there are between these forms.

In sentences with relative verbs, the speaker uses “collation” as an intermediate cog-
nitive step to refer to a static relationship among a plurality of substantive concepts in
his/her cognition. “Collation” allows this static relationship to take on an active feel by
éiving it temporary life in the speaker’s mind. In (1) and (2), we cannot see the rela-
tionship of two men immediately. But the speaker collates them in his/her cognition.

In the -ru form, the relative verbs are in an unactualized state, that is the relation-
ship which exists between the concepts is present, but is not apparent. In other words,
the -ru form indicates potential aspect and permanent tense. On the other hand, the
-tei-ru form describes the relationship as a visible state after collation has taken place,
and indicates actualized state aspect and present tense. I demonstrate that a systematic
difference in meaning can be distinguished between the two forms in a wide variety of

examples using the concept of collation.
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