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Abstract

Some linguists classify adnominal clauses in Japanese as ‘restrictive’ and
‘non-restrictive, citing semantic and syntactic distinctions (for example, Miyake, 1993
and Mihara, 1995). However, some adnominal clauses are difficult to classify as either
‘restrictive’ or ‘non-restrictive’.

In this paper, I show that some non-restrictive adnominal clauses have the same
semantic features as restrictive adnominal clauses — that is, the WH-element can appear
within them.

First, in Section 1, I outline the characteristics of restrictive and non-restrictive
adnominal clauses as discussed in previous studies. It is said that the WH-element can
appear only in restrictive adnominal clauses. The non-restrictive adnominal clause is often
referred to as ‘jouhou-fuka’ (i.e, an adnominal clause used to append additional information to
the head noun), and it is widely held that the WH-element cannot appear in this kind of
adnominal clause. However, Masuoka (1995) argues that there is one type of non-restrictive
adnominal clause that is different from the ‘jouhou-fuka’ type (i.e, it is not used to append
additional information). The WH-element can appear in this type of clause, which
Masuoka refers to as ‘jutteiteki-soutei’. In the present paper, however, I argue that the
WH-element can appear not only in futteiteki-soutei’ A clauses, but also in some
9jouhou-fuka’ non-restrictive adnominal clauses. Since this kind of adnominal clause is
used to refer to a situation or state of affairs unfolding before the speaker’s eyes, I call it
‘ganzen-byousha.’ I investigate the semantic characteristics of this type in Section 2.

In Section 3, I explain why the ‘ganzen-byousha’ type allows the WH-element to
appear within it, even though it is non-restrictive, and in Section 4, I discuss the discourse
function of the ‘ganzen-byousha’ type.

Finally, in Section 5, I suggest that the construction of the ‘ganzen-byousha’ type is
different from that of ‘jouhou-fuka’ within which the WH-element cannot appear. That is,

it is similar to a conjoined sentence construction, rather than a topic sentence.
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