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Abstract

The auxiliary particle bakari was used to indicate degree from the Nara period (710-784)
to the Muromachi period (1392-1573). Previous studies show that the function of this aux-
iliary particle gradually changed and came to indicate limit in addition to degree. Moreover,
they show that nowadays bakari functions to indicate emphasis as well as limit. In the case
of the dialect spoken in Kochi Prefecture, one finds the auxiliary particles baa or ba and
bakkari or bakkashi, all of which are considered to be variants of bakari. The former
indicates degree or limit while the latter indicates emphasis. Unlike bakari, baa or ba and
bakkari or bakkashi of the Kochi dialect have their respective functions. In other words,
these auxiliary particles have not undergone the semantic change that bakari has.

The characteristics of the auxiliary particle baa or ba follow.

1. Baa or ba is frequently used after ordinal numerals to indicate quantity such as length,
weight, capacity, the number of articles, an amount of money, age, time and so on.

2. Apart from baa or ba used after ordinal numerals to indicate quantity, it can also be used
in combination with various parts of speech.

3. Baa or ba following demonstrative pronouns is apt to be phonetically changed to paa or
pa.

The auxiliary particle baga or ba of the dialects spoken in Chugoku and Shikoku
surrounding the Inland Sea has a different semantic function from that of the Kochi dialect.
In these areas, the function of baa or ba has been changing; it is mainly used for limit and
emphasis rather than degree. The different use of baa or ba observed between Kochi
Prefecture and the districts surrounding the Inland Sea draw our attention to the history
of the auxiliary particle of the Kochi dialect. That is, judging from the fact that baa or ba,
which is the phonetically shortest variant of bakari, is frequently used in Kochi Prefec-

ture, the auxiliary particle seems to have been transformed into a kind of a new word.
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