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Degree adverbs can co-occur with subject-changing verbs, besides with stative
predicates. When we investigate how degree verbs and subject-changing verbs
co-occur, we see that what types of verbs co-occur and how degree adverbs gqualify
them vary in great measure according to the type of degree adverbs.

Degree adverbs can be classified into three types, daibu type, hgoni type and zutio
type. On the one hand, degree adverbs of daibu type co-occur with subjectchanging
verbs if the subject-changing advances gradually. On the other, those of hijon:i type
and zutto type co-occur with subject-changing verbs when the subject-changing
advances gradually and resultant state can be changed more.

As to how degree adverbs qualify subject-changing adverbs, daibu type adverbs
denote how much it has changed and how the resultant state has become. However,
zutto type adverbs signify only the former of the two. Hijoni type adverbs signify only
the latter of the two. This is why degree adverbs vary in which aspectual phase they
qualify, whether they qualify the phase of changing process or that of resultant state.

Semantic function of degree adverbs when co-occurring with subject-changing
verbs can be deduced from their usage when co-occurring with stative predicate. The
above-mentioned classification of degree adverbs corresponds to the classification in

the light of whether the degree adverbs can appear in comparative constructions.
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