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"Shukan Asahi" and "Bungei Shunju"”
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Test survey about changes in use of letters on
magazines covers:
Mainly in “Shuhu-no-Tomo”, “Shukan Asahi” and “Bungei Shunju”

NAKANO Hiroshi

The National Language Research Institute

NAKAGAWA Miwa

The National Language Research Institute
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The survey showed that there are large changes in use of letters on covers of
magazines from 1950 to 1994. We surveyed mainly three magazines , “Shuhu-no-Tomo”,
“Shukan Asahi” and “Bungei Shunju”. In addition, five magazines, “Heibon”,
“Eiga-no-Tomo”, “Moterfan”, “Kagaku Asahi” and “Josei Sebun” were surveyed to further
know the changes in the number of letters on covers of magazines and to find different
trends in use of letters.

For example, in covers of “Shuhu-no-Tomo”, the number of letters is growing from
1950’s to 1994. Use of few letters in covers of “Bungei Shunju” in 1950’s remain as they
were until 1994.

In “Shukan Asahi”, the number of letters is growing till 1970’s, and since then it has
continued to decrease in 1980’s and even till 1994.

In “Shuhu-no-Tomo” and in other magazines except for “Bungei Shunju”, the
number of letters grew largely in 1970’s.

Further, there are varieties in using Japanese letters on covers of magazines.

In “Shuhu-no-Tomo”, the ratio of Hiragana is highest in the covers of magazines . In
“Heibon” and “Moterfan”, the ratio of Katakana is higher than in other magazines. In -
“Bungei Shunju”, the ratio of Kanji is highest. In “Eiga-no-Tomo”, the ratio of alphabets
is higher than in others.

In a cover, the ratio of Hiragana is lower and the ratio of Kanji is higher than in the
running content of magazines because Kanji can give more information than Hiragana do
in the limited space of a cover.
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