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Aijima dialect accent
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the accent system of Churin-type and Chuo-type

In this paper we focus on the dialect accent peculiar to Aijima, a part of Hojo City, Ehime
Prefecture. In particular, we investigate in detail interesting phenomena, such as the change of
the Odaka accent type, and the rarely observed falling tone.

We conclude that a shift in the Aijima dialect accent system from the Chuo-type to the
Churin-type bigan previously, and that this shift, not yet completed, is still in progress. We
further demonstrate that this change is consistent with historical evidence that an immigration
occured from Hojo to Aijima.
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