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Abstract

This paper examines the possibility of semantic change from a temporal to a spatial meaning.
While changes from a spatial to a temporal meaning are common, the word Aazakai seems to be a
rare example of the opposite. In order to determine whether this is true, examples of hazakai and
hazakaiki (a synonym of hazakai) were investigated in databases of newspapers and proceedings.
The results showed that, in most cases, hazakai was used with a temporal meaning in the Near-
Modern era; examples of hazakai gradually decreased in frequency as usage of hazakaiki increased.
Furthermore, hazakai is used in a different register in the Modern era than it was in the Near-
Modern era. Based on these analyses, the Aazakai from the Near-Modern era and the bazakai
of the Modern era are actually different words with the same form. Thus, Aazakai cannot be
considered a true example of semantic change from a temporal to a spatial meaning.
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