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On the Use of Onomatopoeia in Interaction:
Examples from Japanese Dairy Taster Brunches

Polly SZATROWSKI
University of Minnesota / Project Collaborator, NINJAL

Abstract

This paper investigates how onomatopoeia was used in a Dairy Taster Brunch corpus. While
contrasting three dairy foods/drinks at a time, the Taster Brunch participants first used sight
to assess (describe) the color and texture of the foods/drinks, next, smell to identify them, and
then, touch and taste to describe and evaluate the flavor, texture, etc. while consuming them. In
the interaction based on their five senses, they assessed (described) the foods/drinks by offering
a multiple of onomatopoetic expressions, and used onomatopoeia to justify their identifications
and evaluations. Utterance sequences consisting of utterances containing onomatopoeia followed
by agreement, disagreement, and presentation of other onomatopoeia, and word (onomatopoeia)
searches revealed the network-based character of Japanese onomatopoeia. Onomatopoeia played
a significant role in refining the sensory food experiences that participants shared, monitored, and
adjusted moment by moment through their language and body movements.

Key words: onomatopoeia, texture, food, evaluation, onomatopoeia network



