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Validation of the Degree of Decontextualisation in Rhetorical Unit Analysis
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Abstract

This paper empirically evaluates the validity of the degree of decontextualisation in rhetorical unit
analysis, a method of analysing messages in terms of: speech function, i.e., whether the message is a
proposition or proposal; central entity, i.e., whether the subject appears in the presented situation or
not; and event orientation, i.e., where the event occurs on a temporal axis. The rhetorical function
and degree of decontextualisation of a message are identified by considering a combination of these
features, as the linearly ordered set of the degree of decontextualisation is not defined empirically,
but arbitrarily. We conducted a pairwise comparison experiment via Yahoo! crowdsourcing in order
to evaluate the degree of decontextualisation that non-linguists find acceptable. The data were
converted into a linear order by a generalised linear regression using the Bradley-Terry model, and
the degree of decontextualisation was validated. The results revealed that, while the participants
mostly shared the linear order of the degree of decontextualisation, the central entity and event
orientation features did not always reflect the perspective of native Japanese speakers.

Key words: systemic functional linguistics, rhetorical unit analysis, decontextualisation, crowd-
sourcing



