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Abstract:

1.Usage of the Japanese colloquial quotative particle ffe may be roughly
classified into four usages, which are quotation, hearsay (denbun),
thematization, and emphasis. I describe the first two usages here.

2.The quotative usage of Me is to express utterance or thought and is
restricted compared to its formal form Zo.

3.In the hearsay usage #e is used by itself or in the form (#) datte (polite form
is (%) desutte). The latter is a compound particle and has a fixed meaning
beyond just a combination of #{(=no)da and tte.

4. (N) datte describes reported speech information. On the other hand, it also
confirms the information to hearer by rising intonation. These usages
regulate the transmission of information as well as marking quotation.

5.There is an another fixed compound particle (n) datte ((n) desutte), which
expresses two different meanings. One is surprise at the reported speech
and the other is a close representation of the original utterance.

Key words: quotation, hearsay, information confirmation, #e, (x)datte, (%)
desutte
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