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Summary

The Quantitative Nature of the Forms in the Linguistic Atlas of
Japan
The twofold purpose of the study was
1. Isthere a quantitative relationship between the number of linguis-
tic forms recorded in many localities and the linguistic forms record-
ed in a few localities only ?
2. What is the distribution of the localities where a great number of
unrelated linguistic forms (lone instances) were noted ?

In the case of 1, a correlation was apparent.
In the case of 2, a great number of lone instances were found in
Okinawa. This is a proof that the Okinawan dialects have dialectal
forms with a variety not inferior to that of main island. This
furnishes an indication about the local specificity of the lone
instances. A main frame computer was used, and, as an experiment

also a personal computer.

Dialect Changes and Value Judgment : Nagoya City between East

and West Japan

Nagoya City is the geographical meeting point of the east Japan

(Tokyo) dialect and the west Japan (Kyoto) dialect.

The present survey wanted to ascertain

1) how the Nagoya people evaluated both dialects.

2) how both influences worked out concretely on the Nagoya dia-
lect.

The main results are:
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a) The Tokyo dialect is highly considered.

b) The Tokyo dialect has penetrated the center of Nagoya from
where it is spreading to the neighboring areas, especially towards
the west.

¢) As a result the old East-West boundary is slowly shifting west-

wards.

3. The Influence of Age and Locality on Dialectal Phonetics (South
Yamagata)

The Japan Sea coast of southern Yamagata (Atsumi town)
presents among others, one phonetic characteristic: the bilabial
&-appears where the standard language has ku- : bear (animal), kuma
: duima : dry grass, karekusa : kare®wsa ; mulberry tree, kuwanoki
: danogi ; he gave me, kureta : eda.

(This phenomenon appears also further west in the Noto peninsula,
Ishikawa prefecture, but in a reduced form).

The present Atsumi town was born from the merger of three
villages Nezugaseki, Fukue and Yamado with the original Atsumi;in
the field of administration, economy and culture, the dominant role is
played by the Atsumi and the Nezugaseki districts along the coast.

The bilabial ®-occurred first in these two districts and its origin
has followed the following process: ktu>kxw>xtwi>®w. In these
dialects the beginning h- in the phonetic series fa, fe, fo etc. appears
as da, Pe, Po etc. ; hence xur was assimilated into ®u.

This bilabial initial is regressing in the two coastal districts,
especially among the younger generation, under the influence of the
standard language or in the case of new words or foreign loanwords.
It is stills strong in the area far from the coast, especially in the

Tozawa area. The dialect custom is losing its force for some new
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words, although the tendency to conform to the dialect is found in

some new words.

The Accent System of Fukui City and its Suburbs—With
Special Reference to the Survey Methods, Age and Individual
Differences

Fukui City (150 kms northeast of Kyoto on the Japan Sea coast)
with its hinterland, is known for its toneless dialect 1. e. without tonal
distinctions. However, by experimenting with various survey
methods, a different picture emerges.

Using the interview method, we found that the majority of the
elderly informants do have a tonal system ; by modifying our survey
methods (using standard language sentences) some tone systems
appeared but irregularly. In the city of Fukui itself, the middle
generation informants and younger generation use mostly a toneless
system ; in both categories a few use the tone system of Tokyo,
especially the young females have for a large number a Tokyo

system.

A Re-assessment of the Correspondence Method

The correspondence method has mostly be abandoned for the
personal interview method. In a time like ours where the dialects
are in danger of disappearing, the correspondence method seems to
furnish a cheap technique to gather quickly dialect materials. We
discuss here the results of a survey done by the correspondence
method done in the Okayama province (on the Inland Sea coast, some
200 kms west of Kyoto).

When compared with the direct interview method, the correspond

ence method fetches a greater number of standard language
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responses. But the distribution maps drawn with this kind of
materials do not differ greatly from the maps based on direct surveys.

When the correspondence method uses a multiple choice questi-
onnaire, the results in terms of content and of percentage of

responses are quite satisfactory.
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