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Abstract : In everyday Japanese, both spoken and written, we can observe a great
many types of metalingual expressions which refer to language or linguistic
behaviour. Among them, metalingual expressions which refer to the types and
functions of linguistic behaviour form one of the rmost f{requent groups of
metalingual expressions.

In this article, we made a descriptive survey of these types of metalingual
expressions collecting examples in special articles or professional essays. Several
characteristics of the expressions could be pointed out on the following aspects :
Variety of the types of verbs (or verb phrases) and their modifiers
Variety of the elements of linguistic behaviour referred to
Position of the occurrence of these expressions in the texts

Modality of the subject (positive or negative)

®©e e oo

Reason or motive for the metalingual expressions as seen in some explicit

cases

Key words : Linguistic behaviour Metalingual expression Types of behaviour

Professional essays
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