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Abstract : This paper deals with the semantics of sentence final particles
YA/ MA and TYA WA in the TONAMI dialect spoken in TOY AMA prefec-
ture. YA and MA correspond to YO(rising) and YO(low) in standard Jap-
anese respectively and are used only in imperative sentences. YA has a nu-
ance of seeking confirmation, and MA a nuance of persuasion or criticism.
The use of YA /YO(rising) and MA /YO(low) depends on whether or not
the speaker assumes a conflict between the speaker’s intention and the hear-
er's intention or the actual state of affairs.

TYA and WA correspond to YO(low) and are used only in declarative sen-
tences. P TYA (P stands for a proposition) expresses that the speaker re-
gards P as a fact or a matter of course, therefore P TYA 1s used to exclude
the possibility of Not-P in the context. P WA, on the other hand, presents P
as specifically the speaker’s recognition which occurs to him, her at speech
time, and is used to introduce new information to discourse in a reserved

manner.

Key words : Sentence final particles, TOYAMA, TONAMI, YO, YA, MA,
TYA, WA
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