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The usage of the quotative particle “to” in
non-quotative contexts in Japanese
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Abstract: The Japanese quotative particle "to” can be used to express an
objective state of affairs as well as to quote utterances and ideas. In fact,
these two usages are related to one another, their basic function being "to
present information content objectively and to link it to the predicate which
comments on the content phrase (or clause)”. The relation between the
content phrase (or clause) before "to” and the predicate is parallel to that
of language and meta language. The content phrase (or clause) gives an
objective description of the referent, and it may paraphrased provided this

does not violate the semantical restrictions of the predicate.

Key words: quotation, "to” (quotative particle), content presentation, object
language, meta language
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