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Abstract | This paper discusses conversational functions served by repetition of utter-
ances as they are used in communicative strategies. Based on the analysis of 1,078
examples of repetition in various kinds of conversation, the functions of repetition are
described under the following categories: @ referential, @ emotive,® conative, @
phatic, ® poetic, ® metalinguistic, and @ discourse-structuring. Repetitions appar-
ently serve different functions and expressive effects according to their type, such as
self-/allo-repetition, immediate/delayed repetition, and fixity in form ranging from
exact repetition to paraphrase.

Key words . repetition, conversational strategy, function in discourse, conversation
analysis
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