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KBS L TLAEERY, KEOTFEERICL > THs 5, BEMICIE, [HFEET
sy b EE E-Ti»oRELL, HERENERIEHETHLEEHTA RS EI DOV
T, 2N WHEOHFHIGEY WFIRKT7 72> P 2ERL Tw 200, Zh e b TR
AL T 200 2HEL T 2. 510, BORS £ 05 BEY ORI ERLERE
L, DS CEVCEASEEIE EEEaRIGEATHLS 2 b &, EF L EAOHE» & &
HEE

F—T—F EHET77erb, Toer MV RR, 7o ey h R, BEEEHE, BRKEEHE,
TRREE, [REE7 72 bER £ T .

Abstract : This paper presents the results of a quantitative analysis that makes clear
the process of an accent change in progress in the Tokyo dialect. Here, I concentrate
upon the problem of an accentuation rule which assigns the accents of compound verbs
(verb+verb type) in a very simple way (rule A). '
I If the first component of a compound verb is unaccented, the compound verb
itself is accented.
II  If the first component of a compound verb is accented, the compound verb itself
is unaccented.
In recent decades, this rule, once so strictly observed as to have almost no exceptions,
appears to have undergone a change that may bring about further simplification of the
rule. The new rule can be tentatively described as follows (rule B).
I Regardless of the accent of the first component, the compound verb itself is
accented.
In the present study I turn my attention to the course of the change in which rule A
-1I mentioned above is gradually losing its power and merging with rule A- 1.1 also
examine some linguistic factors (e.g.word length) and some extralinguistic factors
(e.g.age, sex) that are supposed to play important roles in this accent change. The data
were obtained from “A Dictionary of Tone-accent on Words in the Tokyo Dialect I,
1

Key words : accent in the Tokyo dialect, accentuation rule, accent change, compound
verb, accented verb, unaccented verb, “A Dictionary of Tone-accent on Words in the
Tokyo Dialect 1,117
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