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Abstract: The National Language Research Institute (NLRI) has been collecting
newspaper articles on the Japanese language since 1955. A proportion of the articles
collected between the years 1953 and 1988 are listed in the “Kokugo Nenkan.”

In this report, which consists of two sections, we explain the nature of this collection
of newspaper articles.

Section 1 presents an outline of the “Database of Newspaper Articles on Japanese
” (DNAYJ), the comprehensive list of the newspaper articles on the Japanese language
(work currently in progress). We demonstrate some ways of using DNA]J for linguisitic
(especially sociolinguistic) studies.

Section 2 presents an outline of “Database of News Articles in Kokugo Nenkan
1980-1989” (by Tsujino) , and describes the overview of newspaper articles on the
Japanese language in those ten years.

Key Words: newspaper articles, database, Japanese language
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