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Abstract: In Japanese from the Nara period until the Muromachi period the only word
for astronomy was “tenmon”. In the Edo period however “tengaku”, “seigaku” and
“tenmongaku” appeared, also referring to astronomy. “Tenmon” can be said to have
two meanings: phenomena of heavenly bodies, and astronomy.

To eliminate ambiguity, “tengaku”, “seigaku” and “tenmongaku” were variously used
to refer to astronomy. They appeared in the Edo period due to the introduction of
occidental modern learning into Japan in this period.

“Tengaku” fell into disuse in the middle years of the Meiji period and “seigaku” fell
into disuse in the early years of the Taisho period. In present Japanese “tenmongaku”

is used almost exclusively for astronomy with “tenmon” being used rarely.
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Key words: “tenmongaku” “tenmon” “tengaku” “seigaku” disambiguation, pre- post

- Edo period
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