=[S [ FETSE A AR iR Y R Y

The span of the effective visual field during a
fixation in reading eye movement
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Abstract: An experiment was conducted to determine the span of the effective
visual field from which skilled readers acquired information during a fixation
while reading.

‘We compared readers’ eye movement when reading through a special vision~
restricting window which they slid along a text with normal reading without
this window.

Results showed that the size of the effective visual field varied among
subjects, ranging from 9 to 12 characters. The average distance between
fixations was between 3 and 5 characters.

We concluded that in the process of reading, during a given fixation, a
reader received some kind of information from the subsequent area to which
the fixation was about to move.

Key words: reading eye movement, effective visual field, reading processes
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