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Abstraet : This paper suggests that the textual criticism, though, deals
basically with the classical texts, it is required for the modrn texts also. At
the same time, it points out the growth of the notion ‘text’ or ‘original’ in
recent years.

(1) The principle of the criticism of Japanese classical text was
established in 1941. Till then, the revisers were apt to emend the texts on
the basis of their subjective view, however since then, the good quality
reprints and the critical editions on the modern philology have come into
existence.

(2) The criticism of the modern texts is different from that of the
classical texts. The modern texts, generally, have no variant, and if any, the
variants take on their respective importance, i. e., any variant can act
as the original.

(3) Three instances of the criticism of Japanese modern text. The first
contains the Kanji of unknown origin, though its usage and interpretation is
known. The second contains the word being in its ealiest stage with shape
yet to stabilize. And the last contains the misprint, that is difficult to

detect without the existing rare variant.

Key words : textual criticism ; criticism of modern text;
growth of the notion ‘text’; TOSANIKKI
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