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Accent Data from the Kikai-jima Dialects: Part 5
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Emeritus Professor, The University of Tokyo /
Invited Professor, Department of Linguistic Theory and Structure, NINJAL [-2015.03]

Abstract

This paper presents the accent data from the Nakasato, Sakamine, and Kamikatetsu dialects in
Ryukyuan Kikai-jima with particular reference to foreign words. These dialects have a three-
pattern accent system (o, B, v), which shows a distributional imbalance. Among the 1000 words
that were investigated, only a few words have the o pattern. B type is the most common, and y type
is almost in complementary distribution with B. However, the study revealed that there are some

contrastive cases wherein the y pattern is distinctive. This study also reexamines a previous research
by Sakimura (2006 [1993]).

Key words: Nakasato dialect, Sakamine dialect, Kamikatetsu dialect, foreign words, three-pattern
accent
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