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Abstract

This paper aims to examine the positioning of third-person honorifics in Okazaki, focusing on data
obtained from responses related to third-person honorific expressions that were newly added from
the third Okazaki Survey on Honorifics conducted in 2008. The results of this study answered the
following question.

What kinds of gradations exist within the honorific language system in the city of Okazaki?
The following gradations were found in this study: First, the results of the analysis indicated that
an evolution of respectful honorifics toward polite (addressee) honorific usage is ongoing, although
there is a change in apparent time. However, in a setting wherein both one’s conversation partner
and the person who is the topic of conversation are established as being high-ranking people,
certain extent of answers can be regarded as relative honorific usage.

Second, for the data on scenarios involving “third-person humiliative expressions,” the usage
of only a few respectful honorifics was observed when referring to a speaker’s father with another
person as the conversation partner. This result clarified that a change toward relative honorific
usage from absolute honorific usage has been identified in this regard.

From the perspective of the geographical positioning of honorific language in Okazaki, the
usages, characteristic in western Japan, which remain absolute honorifics, and broad respectful
honorifics that are used in reference to third parties, still in casual settings, have indicated a decline.
Instead, the usage trend is shifting toward an honorific system entirely comprising addressee
honorifics, a characteristic of eastern Japan.

Key words: third person honorifics, respectful honorifics, humiliative honorifics, shift toward an
honorific system of entirely polite honorifics, relative honorific usage



