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Abstract

To provide reading instruction that helps learners to deepen their thoughts via reading, it is
necessary to observe how they read and identify the difficulties they face when reading. The
purpose of this article is to investigate the process by which Japanese learners read a Japanese text,
and analyze how they construct “text-based” representations and “situation model” representations
(van Dijk & Kintsch 1983) while reading.

The subjects of the research are six graduate student Chinese speakers with advanced Japanese
ability. Before they started reading, they were given four questions and instructed to discuss these
questions after they finished. We designed these questions to promote dialog between readers and
writers so that they deepen their thoughts during reading. As a result, we found that three subjects
were active in both “text-based” and “situation model” activities. However, the other three subjects
devoted themselves mostly to “text-based” activities and had little access to “situation model”
activities. The results show the possibility that half of the six learners have failed to construct
enough “situation model” representations. Thus, we propose that it is necessary to make the learners
fully understand beforehand the purpose of reading and offer them sufficient practice so that they
can recall the given questions while reading.

Keywords: reading process, dialog with writers, text-based, situation model, reading instruction



