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Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to report on the results of a preliminary study that will serve as a
basis for the application of text corpora to Japanese language policy, with the particular goal of
revising Joyo Kanji, the list of kanji recommended for use in contemporary written Japanese
together with their standard on (Sino-Japanese) and kuxn (native Japanese) readings. Based on
current patterns of kanji use in seventy contemporary magazines, we assess the suitability of Joyo
Kanji as the standard of kanji use in Japanese society, and discuss necessary revisions. The details
of the study are as follows:

(1) Using data from the Linguistic Survey of Contemporary Magazines conducted in 1994, we
analyzed the usage frequency of Joyo and non-Joyo kanji, both as total frequencies and as partial
frequencies categorized according to their standard and non-standard readings. Judging from the
frequencies of Joyd and non-Joyo kanji in the list of the two thousand most-frequent kanji, Joyo
Kanji can be said to have fulfilled their function as the standard of kanji use in 1994, although some
deviations such as high frequency non-Joyd kanji and non-standard kun readings of Joyo kanji were
also observed.

(2) On the basis of the analysis mentioned above, we discuss how revision of Joyd Kanji might
be carried out: what kanji and kanji readings should be considered for addition to, or deletion from,
the list.
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