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Why “Quantifier + dakeda” Tends to Be Pragmatically Impermissible?

NAKANISHI Kumiko
Kyoto University of Foreign Studies / Project Collaborator, NINJAL

Abstract

Learners of Japanese as a second language tend to misuse dakeda ‘just’ as in Kare wa §-sai dakeda
‘He is just eight years old.” A previous study has shown that dakeda is impermissible in a noun
sentence when it follows a predicate nominal prescribing the quality of the subject. Morimoto
(1992) claims that dakeda is incompatible with describing the attribution of the subject of a
sentence. It is true that dakeda is not pragmatically permissible, when used in such a sentence
as Kare wa kakaricho dakeda ‘He is just a chief) because kakaricho ‘chief” describes the attribution
of the subject of the sentence. On the other hand, Nakanishi (2014) points out that there is a
counterexample to Morimoto’s (1992) assertion. Although Nakanishi (2014) presents a factor
as to why dakeda is taken to be pragmatically permissible, it is not sufficient as Nakanishi (2014)
fails to present a factor as to why dakeda is not pragmatically permissible. In this article, I present
the crucial factor why “Noun + dakeda,” especially “Quantifier + dakeda,” is often taken to be
pragmatically impermissible. In conclusion, in particular for “Quantifier + dakeda,” it is difficult
to find a clear distinction between the focus noun and its paradigmatic element on a scale.
Consequently, a reader cannot understand that there is something deficient between the focus
noun and the paradigmatic element. For example, Kono hon wa 1000 yen dakeda “This book costs
1000 yen’ is pragmatically impermissible, because it is difficult to find a clear distinction between
the focus noun “1000 yen” and its paradigmatic element “5000 yen” on a scale. Moreover, the reader
takes 1000 yen as adjectival “cheap,” and there cannot be imagined something deficient between
“cheap” and “expensive.”

Key words: toritate particles, dakeda ‘just’, quantifier, adjectival predicate, deficiency



